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IntRoduCtIon

The purpose of this Report Interpretation Guide is to provide district and school personnel with information 
on how to interpret and use reports related to the January 2012 administration of the Mid-Year End-of-Course 
Examinations. This Report Interpretation Guide provides general information about the components of the Mid-
Year End-of-Course Examinations, describes the purpose of the program, and provides answers to commonly 
asked questions regarding the program. This guide contains report samples that illustrate student-, school-, and 
district-level information and gives detailed explanations of the report content. This guide also provides an 
overview of the performance levels associated with the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations. School and district 
staff can use the results listed as one measure of student ability in the development of educational improvement 
plans to enhance student performance in the future.

Note:  Students coded as “LEP student less than one year in the U.S.” will receive individual Student Reports 
and will be included on the roster reports but will not be included in any class or school averages or in 
summary data. Additionally, these students will not be counted in the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
calculations for 2012. However, if a student was not coded as “LEP student less than one year in the U.S.,” 
the student’s scores will be included in AYP calculations and will appear on all reports.

oveRvIew of the aCtaap

The Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program (ACTAAP) is authorized 
under Arkansas Legislative Act 35 to promote the development of the Arkansas Algebra I and Geometry 
Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks and the Arkansas Biology Science Curriculum Framework as well as the 
development and use of assessment in accordance with the statewide educational goals. The ACTAAP includes 
ongoing norm-referenced testing. The ACTAAP also includes criterion-referenced tests specifically developed 
to measure thinking skills and problem-solving strategies associated with real-life performance expectations for 
school or work.

The Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations are criterion-referenced tests that became operational in the 2001–
2002 school year for Algebra I and Geometry and in the 2007–2008 school year for Biology. All test questions on 
the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations align with the strands and subject-specific competencies described by 
the Arkansas Algebra I and Geometry Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks and the Arkansas Biology Science 
Curriculum Framework. As such, student performance on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations is directly 
aligned with the statewide frameworks and statewide curriculum goals.

The goals for the ACTAAP are to

• improve classroom instruction and learning;
• support public accountability;
• provide program evaluation data; and
• assist policy makers in decision-making.

As the ACTAAP continues to evolve, it will offer

• performance assessment of the core concepts, thinking skills, and problem-solving skills defined by the 
Arkansas Curriculum Frameworks; and

• a variety of testing models, including portfolio assessment and performance tasks, which should encourage 
greater teacher involvement in the assessment process.

IntRoduCtIon and oveRvIew of the 2012 aCtaap –  
mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons
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QuestIons and answeRs about the 2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons

fReQuently asked QuestIons

The following are commonly asked questions regarding the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations and associated 
answers to these questions. This list of questions has been compiled based on feedback from district staff (e.g., 
teachers, school and district test coordinators, principals, superintendents). This list is not exhaustive, but the 
questions listed have been selected due to the number of times they have been asked by a broad cross-section 
of the Arkansas education community.

1. Who is required to take the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations?

The Mid-Year End-of Course Examinations should be administered to all students completing Algebra I or the 
equivalent, Geometry or the equivalent, or Biology by the end of the first semester for high school credit who 
are eligible for testing under standardized conditions, with or without accommodations. A student enrolled in a 
course of study equivalent to Algebra I or Geometry that sequences the course content over a two-year period 
must test at the end of the two years, regardless of whether or not the student has completed or passed the course. 
A student who completes summer school or a correspondence course in Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology also 
tests at mid-year. The Mid-Year Algebra I End-of-Course Examination should also be administered to students 
who were in grade 9 and below during the 2009–2010 school year and meet ALL of the following requirements:

• have previously taken one or two Algebra I End-of-Course Examinations and have not scored at the Pass 
level

• have completed remediation according to their Individualized Academic Improvement Plan (IAIP)
• have been determined by the district to be ready to take an Algebra I End-of-Course Examination retest

2. There is too much testing required by the state. How are teachers supposed to have time for instruction?

The Arkansas Department of Education requires norm-referenced tests and criterion-referenced tests to be 
administered. A norm-referenced test was administered in 2011 and the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations 
were administered in January 2012. Each End-of-Course Examination requires two days of testing. This test 
is part of the overall plan for education within the state and is to be used to gauge the success of curricular and 
instructional change. All other tests given at the district level are at the discretion of the district.

3. Why can’t students just take some other test (or use other test results) to demonstrate performance?

The Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations have been developed to specifically align with the Arkansas Algebra I 
and Geometry Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks and the Arkansas Biology Science Curriculum Framework 
in order to evaluate student learning relative to the curriculum being taught within the state. Other tests have been 
developed as general instruments that are not specific to the Arkansas curriculum. Allowing the use of another 
instrument, or a variety of instruments, to gauge student performance related to the Arkansas curriculum is not 
an accurate measurement of achievement relative to the state-level goals for education.

For answers to other questions regarding the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations, please contact:

Office of Student Assessment
Arkansas Department of Education

Four Capitol Mall, Room 106A
Little Rock, AR 72201-1071

Telephone: 501-682-4558



3

eduCatIonal ImpRovement plans and usInG the 
2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons Results

multIple measuRes foR developInG eduCatIonal ImpRovement plans

In real life, individuals are judged on a multitude of performances on a daily basis. In order to adequately 
identify, describe, and address specific performance strengths and weaknesses, it is necessary to acknowledge that 
individual competencies do not spring from a single source. To put it simply, if you want to improve individual 
performance, you need to identify the areas in which need is apparent.  In the educational measurement setting, 
this has been termed “multiple measures.” The underlying thinking of multiple measures is basic common sense: 
in order to improve learning, individually or collectively, it is important to be able to examine information from 
a variety of sources to identify what needs improving and how this can be accomplished. Multiple measures 
are often categorized by classifying each measure as “quantitative” versus “qualitative.” A quantitative measure 
implies that a number or rating can be associated with the measurement while a qualitative measure implies 
that the measurement is more decision-based or anecdotal, relying on information and insights provided by an 
individual or group of individuals. The following describes the types of measurements that might fall into the 
quantitative versus qualitative categories:

Quantitative
• Criterion-referenced test results (e.g., Mid-

Year End-of-Course Examinations)
• Norm-referenced test results
• Classroom test results (current and past)

Qualitative
• Classroom work in the subject area or related 

subject area (current and past)
• Teacher observations (current and past)
• Any other pertinent student measures related 

to the subject area and/or to student testing 
issues

In attempting to develop any plan for educational improvement for an individual student or groups of students, 
it is necessary to know where you are (establish a baseline), determine where you need to be (establish a goal 
or end result), determine the path (establish an implementation plan or model), determine how you are going 
to get there (establish what resources are necessary), and determine how you will know when you have arrived 
(establish measures of success). In order to develop an educational improvement plan that can be demonstrated 
to be effective, educators will need to use the quantitative and qualitative information from the sources listed 
above as well as other resources.
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eduCatIonal ImpRovement plans and usInG the  
2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons Results

usInG the mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons Results

The reports for the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations provide students, teachers, and special program staff 
with a performance record for students relative to the expectations outlined within the Arkansas Algebra I and 
Geometry Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks and the Arkansas Biology Science Curriculum Framework. The 
most important use of these data is to identify students who need remediation in specific areas. The following 
are suggestions for school and district personnel who are responsible for the assessment and for any school 
remediation programs:

• Check the reports to find out which students did not perform at or above a proficient level. An asterisk listed 
next to the student’s name on the Class Roster Report and the School Roster Report shows that the student 
did not perform at or above the proficient performance level.

• For those students who did not perform at or above the proficient performance level, notify the students, 
parents, and appropriate school personnel.

• Analyze the reports to determine in which skill areas students did not perform well.
• Develop and implement remediation strategies and goals for individuals and groups of students. Analyze 

previous remediation strategies used with students to determine necessary curricular additions or changes.
• Analyze instructional and curricular approaches to ensure that students are receiving instruction that is in 

direct alignment with the educational goals and competencies outlined within the Arkansas Algebra I and 
Geometry Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks and the Arkansas Biology Science Curriculum Framework.

• Develop Individualized Academic Improvement Plans (IAIPs) for all Algebra I students who were 
in grade 9 and below during the 2009–2010 school year who did not receive a passing score for the  
Algebra I End-of-Course Examination. 

• Develop and implement remediation strategies including a plan for completing Algebra I retesting via the paper 
and pencil administration of the examination or the online strand analysis and examination as appropriate.
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dIssemInatInG the 2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons Results and ConClusIon

dIssemInatInG the mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons Results

Make a complete and thorough analysis of the results as soon as possible. After the report forms have been 
received and the results have been reviewed by district staff, disseminate the results to students, parents, teachers, 
counselors, and others who may play a role in individual student education. The following suggestions may be 
helpful:

• Make certain that the appropriate teachers and guidance personnel receive the appropriate Student Report(s), 
Student Label(s), Class Roster Report(s), School Roster Report, School Summary Report, School Profile, 
and School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers as soon as possible.

• Send the student (home) copy of the Student Report with an accompanying letter from the principal 
emphasizing the importance of the Student Report. This will likely generate numerous questions from 
interested parents. At the next PTA/PTO or other parent meeting, discuss the Mid-Year End-of-Course 
Examinations results to help parents better understand the results and encourage them to become more 
involved in any follow-up remediation, if necessary.

• Summarize information from the School Roster Report, School Summary Report, and School Profile or, 
through a newsletter or pamphlet, present information to school board members, school or district advisory 
committees, parent advisory groups, or other interested individuals.

• Schedule both individual and group sessions with students to review the Student Reports and Class Roster 
Reports.

• Use any other informational materials distributed by the Arkansas Department of Education to further explain 
and describe the test results.

• If appropriate, prepare a brief summary of the results and the actions being taken by the school/district to 
appear in the school news section of the local newspaper(s).

• Communicate to teachers and administrators, by letter or report, a list of the Algebra I, Geometry, and Biology 
skills with the lowest performance by students.

• Communicate to teachers and administrators, by letter or report, a list of the Algebra I students who were in 
grade 9 and below during the 2009–2010 school year who did not pass the examination.

• Communicate to school staff the process for developing and implementing IAIPs for students who did not 
pass the Algebra I End-of-Course Examination.

• Communicate to staff and parents the process for retesting students who did not pass the Algebra I End-of-
Course Examination and the remediation strategies available.

ConClusIon

The Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and Accountability Program is the result of ongoing 
curriculum and instruction implementation within the state, culminating in the development of criterion-referenced 
testing instruments that are directly linked with the Arkansas Algebra I and Geometry Mathematics Curriculum 
Frameworks and the Arkansas Biology Science Curriculum Framework. Improving student performance on 
the End-of-Course Examinations is contingent upon the curricular and instructional approaches applied within 
a specific school and district setting. In order to move toward more effective education models, Arkansas has 
adopted performance standards that promote the success of all citizens. The sort of statewide implementation 
this undertaking implies is monumental. It requires the concerted effort of schools, districts, and thousands of 
educators. Moreover, all of this effort will be for nothing without the support of students, parents, and other 
affected members of the education community. The reports described within this guide are one step toward 
disseminating information to the community and beginning this concerted effort. The next step is to actively 
and collectively implement the statewide goals, expectations, and performance standards of the Mid-Year End-
of-Course Examinations in order to develop educational improvement plans for individual students and for all 
students which best serve the citizens of Arkansas.
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the 2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRts

oveRvIew of the mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRts

Reports of results for the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations are sent to districts to provide information about 
student performance. Reports are provided separately for Algebra I, for Geometry, and for Biology. Samples of 
the Student Report, Student Label, Class Roster Report, School Roster Report, Pass/Not Pass Roster Report, 
School Summary Report, School Profile, and School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers are provided 
in this guide. A description of each report immediately precedes the report samples.

On the School Roster Report, School Summary Report, and School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers, 
students are reported by group. Reports do not include data for 1st Year LEP or Algebra I retest students except 
where noted. The groups are as follows:

• Combined Population—All students for whom answer documents were returned for the January 2012 
administration of the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations.

• Combined Population without Highly Mobile (appears only on the School Roster Report)—All students 
for whom answer documents were returned for the January 2012 administration of the Mid-Year End-of-
Course Examinations excluding those students who were identified as having enrolled in the school or moving 
between schools in the district after October 1, 2011.

• General Population—All students excluding those who were identified with an ESI code (IEP students), 
as LEP, and/or as Highly Mobile. Students identified as Gifted and Talented and/or as eligible for Free and/
or Reduced Lunch are included in the General Population report unless they have also been identified with 
an ESI code (IEP students), as LEP, and/or as Highly Mobile.

• IEP Students—Students identified with an Exceptional Student Identification (ESI) code (see page 27 for 
a listing of the ESI categories) which identifies them as participating in a specific educational program. 
Students who were identified with more than one ESI code are reported in the Multiple Disabilities category.

• LEP Students—Students identified as Limited English Proficient (LEP).

• Monitored Former LEP Students–Year 1—Students identified as Year 1 Monitored Former LEP.

• Monitored Former LEP Students–Year 2—Students identified as Year 2 Monitored Former LEP.

• 1st Year LEP Students (appears only on the School Roster Report)—Students identified as Limited English 
Proficient and who have been in the U.S. less than one year.

• Gifted and Talented Students—Students identified as Gifted and Talented.

• Highly Mobile Students—Students identified as having enrolled in the school or moving between schools 
after October 1, 2011.

• Free and/or Reduced Lunch (not reported on the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers)—
Students identified as being eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch.

• Non-economically Disadvantaged (not reported on the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct 
Answers)—Students not identified as being eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch.

• Non-disabled Students (not reported on the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers)—Students 
not identified with an ESI code.
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the 2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRts

On the Combined Population and general Population summary reports, the groups are further broken down for 
the following student sub-groups.

• All Students—Includes all students in the group being reported.

• Gender—Results are reported separately for females and males. Students whose demographic information 
did not include gender or those for whom both options were marked are not reported in this sub-group.

• Ethnicity—Results are reported separately for ethnicity (Hispanic, Asian, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, 
American Indian/Alaska Native, Black, White, Two or More Races, and Not Indicated). Students who 
were identified as Hispanic and any additional ethnicity code are reported as Hispanic. Students who were 
identified with two or more ethnicity codes not including Hispanic are reported as Two or More. Students 
whose demographic information did not include ethnicity are reported under Not Indicated.

• Gender/Ethnicity—Results are reported for females within each ethnic group and for males within each 
ethnic group. Students whose answer documents contained multiple marks for gender or students whose 
demographic information did not include gender or ethnicity are reported under Not Indicated.

• Migrant—Results are reported for students in each group who were also identified on their answer documents  
as migrant.

Student name and birth date, classroom/group name, school and district name, and school and district LEA  
number are printed on the reports according to what was coded on the student answer documents and/or provided 
by APSCN, and coded on the Classroom/Group Information Sheet.

Note:  The data and the scale score information provided in the sample reports are for display purposes 
only and do not represent actual results. Each sample has been prepared independently and is not 
meant to be tied to any other sample in this Report Interpretation Guide. All student names on the 
samples are fictitious, and any similarity to actual student names is purely coincidental.
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2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRt desCRIptIons and samples

student RepoRt

Each school will receive two copies of the Student Report, a student (home) copy in color and a school copy in 
black and white. Students who are retesting in Algebra I will also receive a Student Report containing information 
regarding their score and whether or not they passed the examination. The Student Report is a one-page, two-
sided report. Side one provides information specific to the student listed. Side two provides information on how 
to help the student to achieve and a description of the additional informational resources that are available. A 
sample of the Student Report is provided on pages 10 and 11.

The Student Report provides individual student feedback on how the student performed on the Mid-Year End-
of-Course Examination. The following information is provided on side one of the Student Report:

• Student information reflects what was coded on the student’s answer document or provided from the student’s 
APSCN record for student name, grade, and birth date.

• A letter from Dr. Tom W. Kimbrell, Commissioner of Education, introduces the report.
• Scale Score Section (bottom left of report)

 ◦ The four performance levels (advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic) and the cut scores associated 
with Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology are shown. The general definition of each performance level is 
provided. These definitions are especially helpful for parents in understanding the level at which their 
student is performing.

 ◦ The student’s scale score and performance level are shown under the performance levels with an arrow 
showing where the student falls in the scale score. The school, district, and state average scores are 
also provided and can be used for comparative data. A student is required to have attained a scale score 
associated with the proficient or advanced performance level in order to be considered performing at an 
acceptable level. It is important to note that the information listed at the strand level for the student plays 
an important role in gauging student needs but should not be used as the only measure in determining 
additional instruction.

 ◦ Algebra I Student Reports have a pass/not pass indicator in the Scale Score section of the report for 
students who took the Algebra I End-of-Course Examination and were in grade 9 and below during the 
2009–2010 school year. A student is required to have a passing score associated with his/her performance 
on the Algebra I End-of-Course Examination in order to receive credit toward graduation. It is important 
to note that the information listed at the strand level for the student plays an important role in gauging 
student needs but should not be used as the only measure in determining additional instruction and/or 
remediation. A Pass Performance Level descriptor is located on page 2 of the Student Report. Student 
Reports for students who are retesting in Algebra I will contain the retest attempt but will not include a 
performance level.

• (Raw) Scores by Strand Section (bottom right of report)
 ◦ A table with each strand listed in the left column is provided. The strands are directly aligned with the 
Arkansas Algebra I or Geometry Mathematics Curriculum Framework or the Arkansas Biology Science 
Curriculum Framework.

 ◦ The total number of multiple-choice and open-response points for each strand is shown in the last two 
columns along with the number of raw score points achieved by the student. This information provides 
insight into specific areas in which the student may need additional instruction. For example, the number 
of points attained by the student for specific strands may show that the student had greater difficulty 
with Linear Functions concepts than with the other strands. Also, the list of multiple-choice versus open-
response points earned may provide important clues to the student’s needs. For example, a student may 
have performed adequately on the multiple-choice questions but poorly on the open-response questions 
indicating that the student may be having trouble responding in this format.

 ◦ A score of “NA” (No Attempt) for an open-response item indicates that the student did not attempt to 
answer the item and is assigned a score of “0.”

 ◦ Definitions of and information for scale scores are provided under the (Raw) Scores by Strand table.
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2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRt desCRIptIons and samples

student label

Each school will receive a Student Label for each student’s permanent record or transcript kept on file at the school. 
The Student Label includes the student’s total scale score for Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology with the student’s 
associated performance level for the January 2012 administration of the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. 

The Student Label includes the student’s name, grade, date of birth, and course taken. It also includes the student’s 
scale score and performance level for the appropriate Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. This label will 
be added to the student’s permanent record or transcript as a permanent record of the January 2012 Mid-Year 
Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology End-of-Course Examination test results.

In addition to the information provided on the Student Labels for other subjects, the labels for students taking 
the Algebra I End-of-Course Examination include the pass/not pass information for students who were in grade 
9 and below during the 2009–2010 school year. Student Labels for students who are retesting in Algebra I will 
contain the retest attempt but will not include a performance level. A sample of the Student Label is provided 
on page 11.
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2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRt desCRIptIons and samples

Student Report (Page 1)

The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.

Pass/Not Pass information is included only for Algebra I students in grades 11 and below.
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Student Report (Page 2)

2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRt desCRIptIons and samples

The Pass Descriptor is included only for Algebra I students in grades 11 and below.

Student Label

Pass/Not Pass is recorded only for Algebra I students in grades 11 and below.

The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.
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Class RosteR RepoRt

Two copies of the Class Roster Report will be produced—one copy for the school and one copy for the district. 
The Class Roster Report is a one-sided, single-page or multi-page report depending on the number of students, 
which provides a list of students and the results for those students who participated in the January 2012 Mid-Year 
End-of-Course Examination. The class name printed on the report reflects what was coded on the Classroom/
Group Information Sheet for classroom/group name. A sample of this report is provided on the following page.

The Class Roster Report provides school and district staff with information on how students within a specific 
class or group performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The following information is included 
on the Class Roster Report:

• The four performance levels (below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced) are shown to the right of the 
school information with the associated range of scale scores for Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology.

• The Pass/Not Pass information for students who were in grade 9 and below during the 2009–2010 school 
year is shown to the right of the performance level information on the Algebra I Class Roster Reports.

• All students within the classroom/group are listed in alphabetical order by last name (with their respective 
State Reporting Identification Numbers) in the left column with the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination 
results for each student provided in the columns that follow. All of the information provided on the individual 
Student Report is also provided for each student on the Class Roster Report (e.g., performance level, scale 
score, strand-level information). Grade and Course Taken* information is also provided. Note: Retest students 
are not included on the Class Roster Report.

• Students who did not attain the proficient or advanced performance level are indicated with an asterisk next 
to their names.

• An LEP student who has been in the U.S. less than one year is designated with an “L” following the student’s 
ID number.

• Following the listing of students, the class average for each strand is provided. Class averages do not include 
1st Year LEP or Algebra I retest student scores.

• The mean scale scores for the school, district, region, and state are provided and can be used as comparative 
data.

A student is required to have attained a total scale score associated with the proficient or advanced performance 
level in order to be considered performing at an acceptable level for Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology. Again, it 
is important to note that the information listed at the strand level for the student can play an important role in 
gauging student needs but should not be used as the only measure in determining additional instruction.

* Course Taken information is provided for Algebra I and Geometry only.

2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRt desCRIptIons and samples
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.

2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRt desCRIptIons and samples
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sChool RosteR RepoRt

Two copies of the School Roster Report will be produced—one copy for the school and one copy for the district. 
The School Roster Report is a one-sided, multi-page report providing a list of students for whom answer documents 
were returned for the Mid-Year Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology End-of-Course Examination and the results for 
those students. The school information printed on the report reflects what was coded on the Classroom/Group 
Information Sheet for district name, school name, and district/school LEA number. A sample of this report is 
provided on the following pages.

The School Roster Report provides school and district staff with information on how all students within a school 
performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The following information is provided on the School 
Roster Report:

• The four performance levels (below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced) are shown to the right of the 
school information with the associated range of scale scores for Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology.

• The Pass/Not Pass information for students who were in grade 9 and below during the 2009–2010 school 
year is shown to the right of the performance level information on the Algebra I School Roster Reports.

• Results for students are reported separately by group. See page 6 for a listing and definitions of the groups.
• All students in the school are listed in alphabetical order by last name (with their respective State Reporting 

Identification Numbers) in the left column with the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination results for each 
student provided in the columns that follow. All of the information provided on the Student Report is also 
provided for each student on the School Roster Report (e.g., performance level, scale score, strand-level 
information). Grade and Course Taken* information is also provided. Note: Retest students are not included 
on the School Roster Report.

• Students who did not attain the proficient or advanced performance level are indicated with an asterisk next 
to their names.

• An LEP student who has been in the U.S. less than one year is designated with an “L” following the student’s 
ID number.

• Following the listing of students within each group, the school average for each strand for that group is 
provided. School averages do not include 1st Year LEP or Algebra I retest student scores.

A student is required to have attained a total scale score associated with the proficient or advanced performance 
level in order to be considered performing at an acceptable level for Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology. Again, it 
is important to note that the information listed at the strand level for the student can play an important role in 
gauging student needs but should not be used as the only measure in determining additional instruction.

*Course Taken information is provided for Algebra I and Geometry only.
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.
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alGebRa I pass/not pass RosteR RepoRt 

Two copies of the Algebra I Pass/Not Pass Roster Report will be produced—one copy for the school and one 
copy for the district. The Algebra I Pass/Not Pass Roster Report is a one-sided, single-page or multi-page report 
depending on the number of students, which provides a list of students who were in grade 9 and below during 
the 2009–2010 school year and the results for those students who participated in the January 2012 Mid-Year 
End-of-Course Examination for Algebra I. Retest students are included in the Pass/Not Pass Roster Report. A 
sample is provided on the following page.

The Algebra I Pass/Not Pass Roster Report provides school and district staff with a comprehensive list of the 
students who were in grade 9 and below during the 2009–2010 school year who took the Mid-year Algebra I 
End-of-Course Examination. The following information is included on the Algebra I Pass/Not Pass Roster Report:

• All students who were in grade 9 and below during the 2009–2010 school year are listed in alphabetical 
order by last name (with their respective State Reporting Identification Numbers) in the left column with 
the Mid-Year Algebra I End-of-Course Examination results for each student provided in the columns that 
follow. Grade, Retest, and Course Taken (for first time testers only) information is also provided.

• The Pass/Not Pass performance for each student is listed to the right of the Course Taken information.
• Following the listing of students, the School Average, Total Pass, and Total Not Pass is provided for first 

time testers and for retesters.

Note:  Each district will receive one copy of the District Pass/Not Pass Roster Report, which provides student 
results for students from all schools in the district.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: oveRvIew

Each school will receive two copies of the School Summary Report and each district will receive one copy of 
each School Summary Report for the schools in the district. The School Summary Report is a one-sided, multi-
page report providing student results aggregated to the school level. groups are reported independently from one 
another (see page 6 for additional information). The school information printed on the report reflects what was 
coded on the Classroom/Group Information Sheet for district name, school name, and district/school LEA number.

Note:  Each district will receive two copies of the District Summary Report, which provides student 
results aggregated to the district level. The District Summary Report provides district staff with 
summary information on how students within the district performed on the January 2012 Mid-Year  
End-of-Course Examination. The School and District Summary Reports are set up identically to 
one another, except that the district report does not include school data. The district-level report 
also contains an additional page for 1st Year LEP students.

sChool summaRy RepoRt: CombIned populatIon

The Combined Population Report gives the results for all students* for whom answer documents were returned 
for the January 2012 administration of the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. A sample is provided on the 
following pages.

The School Summary Report: Combined Population provides school and district staff with summary information 
on how all students in the school performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The following 
information is provided:

• The total number of students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned is provided at the 
top of the page under the district name.

• The Combined Population group is broken out and reported for the following student sub-groups:
All Students
gender
Ethnicity
gender/Ethnicity
Migrant

Note: See pages 6–7 for a full description of all groups.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates the specific student 
population that is being reported on that particular line (row).

• The information provided on the School Summary Report: Combined Population can be used to compare the 
performance of students in the school with the performance of students at the district, region, and state levels.

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: GeneRal populatIon

Students included in the General Population Report are those who were not identified with an ESI code (IEP 
students), as Limited English Proficient (LEP students), and/or as Highly Mobile. Students identified as Gifted 
and Talented and/or as eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch are included in the General Population Report 
unless they have also been identified with an ESI code, as Limited English Proficient, and/or as Highly Mobile. 
A sample is provided on the following pages.

The School Summary Report: General Population provides school and district staff with summary information 
on how General Population students in the school performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The 
following information is provided:

• The total number of General Population students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned 
is provided at the top of the page under the district name.

• The General Population group is broken out and reported for the following student populations (sub-groups):
All Students
gender
Ethnicity
gender/Ethnicity
Migrant

Note: See pages 6–7 for a full description of all groups.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates the specific student 
population that is being reported on that particular line (row).

• The information provided on the School Summary Report: General Population can be used to compare 
the performance of general Population students in the school with the performance of general Population 
students at the district, region, and state levels.

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: Iep students

The results in this section of the School Summary Report are for those students who were identified with an 
Exceptional Student Identification (ESI) code, or IEP students. IEP students are included as part of the Combined 
Population Report but are not included in the General Population Report. A sample is provided on the following 
page.

The School Summary Report: IEP Students provides school and district staff with summary information on 
how exceptional students in the school performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The following 
information is provided:

• The total number of IEP students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned is provided at 
the top of the page under the district name.

• Data are first provided for “All IEP Students” and then broken down by the following ESI categories listed 
on the left side of the report:

Autism Other Health Impairment
Deaf-Blindness Emotional Disturbance
Hearing Impairment Specific Learning Disability
Mental Retardation Speech/Language Impairment
Multiple Disabilities Traumatic Brain Injury
Orthopedic Impairment Visual Impairment

Note:  Students for whom more than one ESI code was marked on their answer documents are reported in  
the Multiple Disabilities category.

• The information provided for “Non-disabled” includes only those students who were not identified with an 
ESI code.

• The information provided for “Migrant” includes only those IEP students who were also identified as being 
Migrant students.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates which students are 
being reported on that particular line (row).

The information provided on the School Summary Report: IEP Students can be used to compare the performance 
of exceptional students in the school with the performance of exceptional students at the district, region, and 
state levels. The information in this report can also be used to compare the performance of exceptional students 
to non-disabled students at the school, district, region, and state levels.

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: lep students

The results in this section of the School Summary Report are for students who were identified as Limited English 
Proficient (LEP). LEP students are included as part of the Combined Population Report but are not included in 
the General Population Report. A sample is provided on the following page.

The School Summary Report: LEP Students provides school and district staff with summary information on 
how LEP students in the school performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The information listed 
on the School Summary Report: LEP Students can be used to compare the performance of LEP students in the 
school with the performance of LEP students at the district, region, and state levels. The following information 
is provided:

• The total number of LEP students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned is provided at 
the top of the page under the district name.

• The information provided for “Migrant” includes only those LEP students who were also identified as being 
Migrant students.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates which students are 
being reported on that particular line (row).

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: monItoRed foRmeR lep students

The results in this section of the School Summary Report are for students who were identified as Monitored 
Former LEP.  Monitored Former LEP students are included in the results for both the Combined Population 
Report and the General Population Report. A sample is provided on the following page.

The School Summary Report: Monitored Former LEP Students provides school and district staff with summary 
information on how Monitored Former LEP students in the school performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course 
Examination. The information listed on the School Summary Report: Monitored Former LEP Students can be 
used to compare the performance levels of Monitored Former LEP students in the school with performance of 
Monitored Former LEP students at the district, region, and state levels.The following information is provided:

• The information in the report is broken down into Monitored Former LEP–Year 1 and Monitored Former 
LEP–Year 2.

• The total number of Monitored Former LEP students* in the school for whom answer documents were 
returned is provided at the top of the page under the district name.

• The information provided for “Migrant” includes only those Monitored Former LEP students who were also 
identified as being Migrant students.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates which students are 
being reported on that particular line (row).

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: GIfted and talented students

The results in this section of the School Summary Report are for students who were identified as Gifted and 
Talented. gifted and Talented students are included in the results for both the Combined Population Report and 
the General Population Report. A sample is provided on the following page.

The School Summary Report: Gifted and Talented Students provides school and district staff with summary 
information on how Gifted and Talented students in the school performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course 
Examination. The information listed on the School Summary Report: Gifted and Talented Students can be used 
to compare the performance of gifted and Talented students in the school with the performance of gifted and 
Talented students at the district, region, and state levels. The following information is provided:

• The total number of Gifted and Talented students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned 
is provided at the top of the page under the district name.

• The information provided for “Migrant” includes only those Gifted and Talented students who were also 
identified as being Migrant students.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates which students are 
being reported on that particular line (row).

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: hIGhly mobIle students

The results in this section of the School Summary Report are for students who were identified as having enrolled 
in the school or moving between schools after October 1, 2011. Highly Mobile students are included as part of 
the Combined Population Report but are not included in the General Population Report. A sample is provided 
on the following page.

The School Summary Report: Highly Mobile Students provides school and district staff with summary information 
on how Highly Mobile students in the school performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The 
information listed on the School Summary Report: Highly Mobile Students can be used to compare the performance 
of Highly Mobile students in the school with the performance of Highly Mobile students at the district, region, 
and state levels. The following information is provided:

• The total number of Highly Mobile students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned is 
provided at the top of the page under the district name.

• The information provided for “Migrant” includes only those Highly Mobile students who were also identified 
as being Migrant students.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates which students are 
being reported on that particular line (row).

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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sChool summaRy RepoRt: fRee and/oR ReduCed lunCh students

The results in this section of the School Summary Report are for students who were identified as eligible for 
Free and/or Reduced Lunch. Students who are eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch are included in the 
results for both the Combined Population Report and the General Population Report. A sample is provided on 
the following page.

The School Summary Report: Free and/or Reduced Lunch Students provides school and district staff with 
summary information on how students in the school who are eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch performed 
on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination. The information listed on the School Summary Report: Free and/
or Reduced Lunch Students can be used to compare the performance of students in the school who are eligible 
for Free and/or Reduced Lunch with the performance of students who are eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch 
at the district, region, and state levels. The following information is provided:

• The total number of students* who are eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch in the school for whom answer 
documents were returned is provided at the top of the page under the district name.

• The information provided for “Non-economically Disadvantaged” includes only those students who were 
not identified on their answer documents as eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch.

• The information provided for “Migrant” includes only those students eligible for Free and/or Reduced Lunch 
who were also identified as being Migrant students.

• In the columns on the School Summary Report, data are provided for each of the four performance levels 
(below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). The associated scale score range for each performance level 
is also provided. Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each 
level in the school, district, region, and state. The first column on the report indicates which students are 
being reported on that particular line (row).

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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sChool pRofIle

The School Profile provides school and district staff with summary information on how students* in the school 
performed on the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination.

Each school will receive two copies of the School Profile, and each district will receive one copy of the School 
Profile. The School Profile is a four-page booklet providing an overview of the school’s results for the Mid-Year 
End-of-Course Examination. District- and state-level data are also included so that student performance within 
the school can be compared with the performance of students at the district and state levels. A sample of the 
report is provided on the following pages.

The following information is provided on the School Profile:

• District and school information that reflects what was coded on the Classroom/Group Information Sheet.
• Overall Results (Combined Population)

 ◦ The Overall Results (Combined Population) are located on page 1 of the School Profile.
 ◦  The “Percent of Student Scores: Proficient and Advanced” bar graph shows the percent of students in 
the school who scored at proficient and advanced performance levels.

 ◦  The “Percent of Student Scores in Performance Levels” bar graph shows the percent of students who 
scored at each of the four performance levels (below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced) at the 
school, district, region, and state levels. The associated scale score range for each performance level is 
also provided.

• Results by Population Group and Results by Gender and Ethnicity
 ◦  The “Results by Population Group” table is located on page 1, and the “Results by Gender and Ethnicity” 
table is located on page 2 of the School Profile.

 ◦  The first column in the table indicates the specific student population that is being reported on that 
particular line (row). With the exception of “Migrant Students,” the groups in the “Results by Population 
Group” table can also be found on the School Roster Report. 

 ◦  The columns in the “Results by Population Group” and “Results by Gender and Ethnicity” tables provide 
data for each of the four performance levels (below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced). Results are 
provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students performing at each performance level. 

 ◦  The columns on the right side of the “Results by Population Group” and “Results by Gender and Ethnicity” 
tables provide the mean scale scores, which are broken out by group for the school, district, and state.

Note:  Each district will receive one copy of the District Profile. The District Profile provides an overview 
of the district’s results. The School and District Profiles are set up identically to one another, except 
that the district report does not include detailed school data.

* 1st year in the U.S. LEP student scores are not included in this report except where specifically noted. Algebra I 
retest scores are not included in this report.
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• Course Taken Summary (not included for Biology)
 ◦ The “Course Taken Summary” table is located on page 2 of the School Profile.
 ◦  Data are first provided for “All Students” and are then broken down by the following Algebra I or 

Geometry courses listed on the left side of the report:

Algebra I geometry
Algebra A & B Geometry A & B
Other Investigating geometry

Other

 ◦  The first column in the “Course Taken Summary” table indicates the specific course that is being reported 
on that particular line (row). The second column from the left identifies the number of students tested in 
the school. The remaining columns provide data for each of the four performance levels (below basic, 
basic, proficient, and advanced). Results are provided in terms of the numbers and percents of students 
performing at each performance level in the school, district, and state.

• Performance on Multiple-Choice Items
 ◦ The “Performance on Multiple-Choice Items” table is located on page 3 of the School Profile.
 ◦  Each line (row) provides the strand name and description, the number of multiple-choice items and data 

on the average number of items students answer correctly. The results are provided in terms of averages 
and percents at the school, district, and state levels.

• Performance on Open-Response Items
 ◦ The “Performance on Open-Response Items” table is located on page 3 of the School Profile.
 ◦  Each line (row) provides the strand name, the number of open-response points possible, and data on the 

average number of items students answer correctly. The results are provided in terms of averages at the 
school, district, and state levels.

• Proficient and Advanced Performance History
 ◦ The “Proficient and Advanced Performance History” bar graph is located on page 4 of the School Profile.
 ◦  The “Proficient and Advanced Performance History” bar graph shows the number and percent of students 

in the school who scored at the proficient or advanced performance levels on the Algebra I, Geometry, 
or Biology End-of-Course Examination since April 2008.

• Performance Level Descriptors
 ◦ The “Performance Level Descriptors” table is located on page 4 of the School Profile.
 ◦  Each line (row) provides the performance level, the associated scale score range, and the performance 

level descriptor.

2012 mId-yeaR end-of-CouRse examInatIons RepoRt desCRIptIons and samples



41

The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.
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sChool Item-by-Item seleCtIons of CoRReCt answeRs

The School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers provides school and district staff with information on 
how students within a school performed on the released common items that contributed to individual student 
results. This report is intended for use in conjunction with the Released Item Booklets in order to examine school 
results for individual items. A sample is provided on the following pages.

Each school and each district will receive one copy of the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers. 
The School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers provides the results for each item (multiple-choice 
and open-response). Fifty percent (50%) of the items in the 2012 Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations will 
be provided in the Released Item Booklets for Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology. The first page of the School 
Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers contains information to be used in conjunction with the released 
items, and the second page of the report contains information for items not released. The School Item-by-Item 
Selections of Correct Answers is produced for the same groups as reported on the School Summary Report with 
the exception of Free and/or Reduced Lunch Students. The following information is provided on the School 
Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers:

• Information specific to Algebra I, Geometry, or Biology is provided on the report.
• The number of students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned for the reported group is 

provided under the school information.
• Released Items

 ◦ Data for released items are located on page 1 of the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers.
 ◦  The first column (Item # in Released Item Booklet) provides the item number that corresponds to where 

the item appears in the Released Item Booklet.
 ◦ The second column (Item Type) describes the item type: multiple-choice (MC) or open-response (OR).
 ◦ The third column (Key) provides the correct answer choice for all multiple-choice items. 
 ◦  For multiple-choice items, the remaining columns provide the number and percent of students who 

selected the correct answer at the school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and 
district staff to compare results for each multiple-choice item at the school level to district- and state-
level results.

 ◦  For open-response items, the remaining columns provide the average score attained by students at the 
school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and district staff to compare results for 
each open-response item at the school level to district- and state-level results.

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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• Items Not Released
 ◦ Data for items not released are located on page 2 of the School Item-by-Item Selections of Correct 
Answers.

 ◦  The number of students* in the school for whom answer documents were returned for the reported group 
is provided under the school information.

 ◦  The first column numbers the items for reference purposes only. These numbers do not correlate with 
numbers or positions of the items in the test booklets.

 ◦ The second column (Item Type) describes the item type: multiple-choice (MC) or open-response (OR).
 ◦  The third column (SLE) provides the strand, content standard, and student learning expectation associated 

with each non-released item.
 ◦  For multiple-choice items, the remaining columns provide the number and percent of students who 

selected the correct answer at the school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and 
district staff to compare results for each multiple-choice item at the school level to district- and state-
level results.

 ◦  For open-response items, the remaining columns provide the average score attained by students at the 
school, district, and state levels. This information allows school and district staff to compare results for 
each open-response item at the school level to district- and state-level results.

Note:  Each district will also receive one copy of the District Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers. 
The District Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers provides individual item results for the 
January 2012 Mid-Year End-of-Course Examination at the district and state levels. The School 
and District Item-by-Item Selections of Correct Answers are set up identically to one another 
except that the district report does not include school data. The district-level report also contains 
an additional page for 1st Year LEP students.

*1st Year in the U.S. LEP and Algebra I retest student scores are not included in this report.
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.
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The data in the sample reports are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. Please see note on page 7.
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defInItIons of peRfoRmanCe levels

The general performance levels preamble for the ACTAAP states that the students must demonstrate their ability 
to be successful and productive citizens. Student performance is categorized into four levels of performance for 
the Mid-Year End-of-Course Examinations: advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic.

The general definitions of the performance levels for Algebra I are as follows:

Advanced
Advanced students consistently integrate procedural and conceptual knowledge and the synthesis of ideas in 
algebra. They demonstrate an understanding of the function concept and compare algebraic properties of functions. 
They apply their knowledge of algebra in more advanced areas of mathematics. These students can formulate 
generalizations and create models and communicate their mathematical reasoning through clear, concise use of 
mathematical symbolism and logical thinking.

Proficient
Proficient students integrate mathematical concepts and procedures to the solution of more complex algebra 
problems. They demonstrate an understanding of algebraic reasoning. They perform algebraic operations involving 
polynomials, judge and defend the reasonableness of answers, use elements of the function concept in symbolic 
form, and make and defend conjectures and ideas.

Basic
Basic students demonstrate procedural and conceptual knowledge in solving algebra problems. They recognize 
relationships presented in algebraic form. These students can generalize from patterns and examples in algebra, 
use correct mathematical language and symbols to communicate relationships and reasoning processes, and use 
calculators appropriately to solve problems.

Below Basic
Below basic students fail to show sufficient mastery of algebraic skills to attain the basic level.

The Pass Performance Level descriptor for Algebra I is as follows:

For students to receive a graduation credit in Algebra I based on the Algebra I End-of-Course Examination, 
Algebra I students demonstrate basic procedural and conceptual knowledge in solving algebra problems. The 
students recognize relationships presented in algebraic form. These students can generalize from patterns and 
examples in algebra, use correct mathematical language and symbols to communicate relationships and reasoning 
process, and use calculators appropriately to solve problems.
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The general definitions of the performance levels for Geometry are as follows:

Advanced
Advanced students consistently integrate, apply, and synthesize geometric concepts. These students can correctly 
formulate generalizations, create models, and communicate their mathematical reasoning through clear, concise 
use of mathematical symbolism and logical thinking.

Proficient
Proficient students consistently integrate and apply geometric concepts to analyze and solve more challenging 
problems. They demonstrate an understanding of geometric patterns and spatial reasoning. They justify geometric 
relationships, make conjectures, and defend ideas using proper mathematical language and symbolism.

Basic
Basic students demonstrate knowledge of geometric concepts and procedures in problem solving. They 
demonstrate knowledge of geometric relationships and corresponding measurement skills. Basic students partially 
demonstrate the abilities to apply these skills.

Below Basic
Below basic students fail to show sufficient mastery of geometric skills to attain the basic level. 

The general definitions of the performance levels for Biology are as follows:

Advanced
Biology students performing at the advanced level display a comprehensive understanding of biological concepts, 
including the role of chemistry and cells in life processes, genetics, evolution, the diversity of life, and the 
ecological and behavioral relationships among organisms. These students are able to design and conduct scientific 
investigations which answer biological questions about real-world situations. In addition, these students are able 
to apply complex reasoning skills to make logical predictions and draw well-formulated conclusions.

Proficient
Biology students performing at the proficient level demonstrate a solid understanding of biological concepts, 
including the role of chemistry and cells in life processes, genetics, evolution, the diversity of life, and the 
ecological and behavioral relationships among organisms. In addition, these students are able to design and conduct 
scientific investigations, analyze data, and apply scientific principles to solve real-world, biological problems.

Basic
Biology students performing at the basic level display knowledge of biological concepts, including some 
understanding of the role of chemistry and cells in life processes, genetics, evolution, the diversity of life, and 
the ecological and behavioral relationships among organisms. These students partially demonstrate the ability 
to apply this knowledge. They are able to conduct basic level scientific investigations, but demonstrate a need 
for additional assistance to reach the proficient level.

Below Basic
Below basic students fail to show sufficient mastery of biology skills to attain the basic level.
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